CIRSSD- Mercury Treatment Facility Plan
One of the Best Practices that Chisholm will complete to become a Green Step city is the use of more efficient water and wastewater facilities. Through this implementation, Chisholm’s wastewater facilities focus on decreasing the inflow and infiltration into sewer lines and decrease the losses of safe drinking water. While also assessing the amount of energy and chemicals used in water treatments. 
The City of Chisholm is participating in a plan called “The Mercury Treatment Facility Plan” ran by The Central Iron Range Sanitary Sewer District (CIRSSD). By the implementation of this plan, Chisholm will not only be one step closer to becoming a Green Step City but will adopt guidelines towards cleaner and healthier water facilities by decreasing the amount of Mercury found in the ranges water. 
CIRSSD is located in St.Louis County in the Northeast region of Minnesota. First authorized by Minnesota Legislature in May 2002, the project was a collaborative initiative which included the Cities of Buhl, Chisholm, Kinney and the Town of Great Scott as well as the Minnesota Discovery Center grounds. The goal of the CIRSSD is to create a single and regional provider of wastewater collection and treatment services for the participating communities. The project opens up opportunities and benefits for the member communities that they would otherwise struggle to achieve on their own, mainly accommodating for future growth. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The State of Minnesota then awarded the CIRSSD a $1,700,000 grant to fund the development and planning of the district due to the tremendous value of the collaboration project. The approved plans meant the construction of a new Wastewater Treatment Plant adjacent to the City of Chisholm’s existing lagoon system and the addition of a conveyance system capable of transporting wastewater from the other participating communities to the new Wastewater Treatment Plant. By the year 2014, the new wastewater treatment plant was completed and in full operation. 
