
                                
CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING – JANUARY 25, 2017 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Council President Mary Jo Rahja called the City Council Meeting to order in the City Hall 
Council Chambers at 5:30 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present:  Council Members Rahja, Kevin Scaia, and Varda 
Absent:   Mayor Todd Scaia & Councilor Campbell 
Also Present: Interim City Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator Steve Cook, City Attorney 
Bryan Lindsay, Building Official Steve Erickson, Police Chief Manner, Recreation 
Director Tammy Nevalainen and Administrative Assistant Gornick 
 

ADOPT THE AGENDA 
 

Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to adopt the Agenda 
with additions: Posting of Heavy Equipment Operator; Move Res. No. 0117-17 Accept 
Todd Scaia’s Resignation to Unfinished Business; Move 7C1) & 7C2) to 7B2) & 7B3); 
Delete Item 7E14) Schedule Special Meeting for City Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator 
Interviews 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

None 
 

REPORTS 
 

Councilor Rahja attended the School Board meeting where they discussed shared 
services and social media. 
Councilor Kevin Scaia attended the PUC meeting where they discussed rate increases. 
He thanked Commissioner Rich Zakovich for his service on the PUC. He reported there 
are opening on various boards & commissions. He attended the RAMS meetingand was 
elected for a one year term. The annual IRYA conference is on February 13th at Fortune 
Bay. He commended Quentin Johnson on the work done in the Council Chambers. 
Councilor Varda attended the Youth Center meeting and the Safety Committee meeting. 
Recreation Director reported the skating rinks are open. She is advertising for a Youth 
Center Coordinator. They will be hosting a skating event during Polar Bear days. 
 

ACCEPT THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor K. Scaia to accept the Consent 
Agenda, including the List of Bills, Communications, Minutes of the previous City Council 
Meeting of January 11, 2017 Regular Meeting, Payroll and Overtime. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 0117-17 ACCEPT COUNCILOR TODD SCAIA’S RESIGNATION 
 

Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor K. Scaia to adopt Resolution No. 
0117-17 to accept the resignation of Council Member Todd Scaia and to declare a 
vacancy for Council Member Todd Scaia’s position. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

MOTOROLA RADIO PURCHASE 
 

Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to accept the bid from 
Motorola Solutions for an 800 MHZ mobile radio for the squad car for the amount of 
$4,650.25.  
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  

 
ACCEPT PAUL PANICHI’S RESIGNATION 

 
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor K. Scaia to accept the 
resignation letter from Police Captain Paul Panichi effective March 6, 2017. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  

 
 
 
 



CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING – JANUARY 25, 2017 

(CONTINUED) 
 
 

APPOINT JAMES VUKAD TO FULL-TIME OFFICER 
 

Moved by Councilor Rahja and supported by Councilor Varda to appoint James Vukad 
to a full-time Police Officer effective February 1, 2017. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 0117-18 HRA PLEDGE OF BONDS 

 
Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to adopt Resolution No. 
0117-18 to approve the pledge of bonds by the Housing & Redevelopment Authority by 
the City of Chisholm, MN confirming the pledge of the full faith and credit and taxing 
powers of the City to the payment of the Governmental Development Bonds approving a 
reimbursement agreement and other documents to be delivered in connection with the 
issuance of bonds. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

APPROVE POSTING FOR TRUCK DRIVER POSITION BOTH INTERNALLY & 
EXTERNALLY 

 
Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to post for a Truck 
Driver both internally & externally. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

APPROVE POSTING FOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR POSITION 
INTERNALLY 

 
Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to post for a Heavy 
Equipment Operator internally. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 

 
QUOTES FOR FLAGS 

 
Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to accept the quote 
from Bark Design for the purchase of flags for the amount of $5,265.23 
Voting Aye: Councilors K. Scaia and Varda 
Voting No:   Councilor Rahja      Motion Carried 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 0117-19 UTILITY RATE INCREASE 
 

Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to adopt Resolution No. 
0117-19 to increase the utility rates by $3.69 for the sewer fees.  
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

ADVERTISE FOR VACANT COUNCIL POSITION 
 

Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor K. Scaia to advertise for the 
vacant Council Position.  
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  

        
PAY EQUITY REPORT 

 
Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to approve the Pay 
Equity Report for 2017.  
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  
 

RE-APPOINTMENT TO AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
 

Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to re-appoint Terry 
Samsa to the Airport Authority for a three year term. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING – JANUARY 25, 2017 
(CONTINUED) 

 
RE-APPOINTMENT TO HOUSING & REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor K. Scaia to re-appoint Donald 
Haenke to the Housing & Redevelopment Authority for a five year term. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  
 

APPOINTMENT TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 

Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to appoint Alida Casey 
to the Economic Development Authority for a six year term.  
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

RE-APPOINTMENT TO POLICE COMMISSION 
 

Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor K. Scaia to re-appoint William 
Scott to the Police Commission for a three year term. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  
 

RE-APPOINTMENT TO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 

Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to re-appoint Arthur 
Laine to the Public Utilities Commission for a three year term. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

APPOINTMENT TO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 

Moved by Councilor K. Scaia to appoint Brandan Fiedler to the Public Utilities 
Commission. Motion failed due to a lack of a second.     
   
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Rahja to appoint Steve Zalec to 
the Public Utilities Commission. 
Voting Aye: Councilors Rahja and Varda 
Voting No:   Councilor K. Scaia     Motion Carried 
  

APPOINTMENT TO RECREATION BOARD 
 
Moved by Councilor Varda to appoint Brandan Fiedler to the Recreation Board. Motion 
failed due to lack of a second.  
         Motion Failed 
 

BRAUN INTERTEC AGREEMENT FOR PHASE II SITE ASSESSMENT 
 

Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to enter into agreement 
with Braun Intertec to perform a Phase II Site Assessment for on the property for the 
Public Safety Facility in the Industrial Park for the amount of $6,466.00. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

LEAGUE OF MN CITIES LIABILITY WAIVER FORM 
 
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Rahja to approve the League of 
MN Cities Liability waiver form.  
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  
 

DELTA AIRLINES GLOW FUN RUN/WALK REQUEST 
 
Moved by Councilor K. Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to approve the request 
from Delta Airlines to sponsor a Glow Fun Run/Walk event to be held on March 17, 2017 
to support the Chisholm Food Shelf. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  
 

ADJOURN MEETING 
 

Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor K. Scaia to adjourn the Regular 
Council meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried  
 
        /s/ Todd Scaia    
                          Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 /s/ Steve Cook       
Interim City Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator 


