CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING – MARCH 14, 2018
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Mary Jo Rahja called the City Council Meeting to order in the City Hall Council Chambers at 5:30 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Present:  Council Members Campbell, Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Scaia, Varda and Mayor Rahja
Also Present: City Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator Jennifer Sterbenz, City Attorney Bryan Lindsay, Consultant Engineer Jim Johnson, Matt Reid & Trevor Thompson of SEH, Police Chief Manner, Recreation Director Tammy Nevalainen and Administrative Assistant Gornick
ADOPT THE AGENDA
Moved by Councilor Scaia and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt the Agenda with additions & changes: 1) Resolution No. 0318-42 Accept Resignation of Susan Schweiss, 2) Deputy Clerk Position, 3) Resolution No. 0318-35 (delete wording - 8th Ave NW), 4) Move Item 7B1 to 7E2) Resolution No. 0318-36 Advertising for & Appointing Summer Public Works Employees, 5) Schedule Special Meeting for Review of Administrator
Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Roger Johnson & Ed Waters of the Chisholm Beautification Association gave an update on the progress of the Bruce Mine Headframe Project.

REPORTS
Councilor Campbell attended the Police Commission meeting on Tuesday, March 6, 2018 and gave an overview of the 2017 annual report (Case Incidents 4,606, Traffic/Criminal Citations Issued 70, Traffic Warnings 313, Yellow Bag Citations 63, Pet License Citations 12, Animals Running at Large 16, Dog Complaints 148, Animals in Custody 63, Car Doors Opened 78, Calls or Walk-Ins at the Chisholm Police Department that were not entered into the computer system 1,480 and a total of 5,330 911 calls for 2017.   

Councilor Scaia reported the MAPE Union negotiations started yesterday, the next session will be March 21, 2018. He would like to see a payment center (for public utility payments) added at the Library (there are currently two payment centers on Lake Street). He will bring this to the Public Utilities Commission for their review. He would like to schedule a Personnel Committee meeting with City Attorney Bryan Lindsay & committee members Mayor Rahja, Council Member Campbell & Council Member Scaia.

Mayor Rahja attended the Range Association of Municipalities & Schools (RAMS) Mayors meeting, the Chisholm Beautification Association (CBA) meeting, the Central Iron Range Sanitary Sewer District (CIRSSD) meeting and gave a speech at the Miss Chisholm Pageant. 

Police Chief Manner announced today was the National Walk Out Day for High Schools in honor of the victims of the Florida shooting. The Chisholm school held a short presentation by an excellent speaker in the auditorium for students and the public. Students were also allowed 17 minutes to walk out if they chose to do so. He felt it was an excellent event to support the students and their cause and commended the school for organizing the event. He asked the council to contact him if they had any questions on the 2017 annual report that Councilor Campbell gave an overview of and each council member was given a copy prior to the council meeting. The report is a public document and available for citizens to review by contacting the Police Department. Blight sweeps for residents that have not cleaned up after their dogs will start when the snow melts and yards can be seen. Police Chief Manner responded to Councilor Scaia's question of the Police Departments plan to eradicate the drug epidemic problem in our community by explaining this is being addressed and he is on the drug task force board. The Police Department has been involved in the recent drug ring that was broken up in our county by the task force and made 6-7 arrests last week for warrants of people who do not live in Chisholm. He asked the citizens to contact the Police Department if they suspect there is something going on in their neighborhood (he thanked the ones who already have).This information remains confidential. It helps if community members watch out for each other and work together with the Police Department.
ACCEPT THE CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Scaia to accept the Consent Agenda, including the List of Bills, Minutes of the previous City Council meeting of February 28, 2018, Payroll and Overtime. 
Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried 
RESOLUTION NO. 0318-35 APPROVING PLANS & SPECS & ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR 8TH ST NW AREA INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS
Moved by Councilor Scaia and supported by Councilor Campbell to adopt Resolution No. 0318-35 to approve plans and specifications and advertise for bids for the 8th Street NW Area Infrastructure Project. 

Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried
CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING – MARCH 14, 2018
(CONTINUED)
RESOLUTION NO. 0318-37 PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (PERA) POLICE OFFICERS DECLARATION – OFFICER HARLEY FIGGENS
Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Scaia to adopt Resolution No. 0318-37 to enroll Police Officer Harley Figgens in PERA for membership as a full-time employee for the Public Employees Police and Fire Plan.
Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried 
RESOLUTION NO. 0318-38 ACCEPT DONATION FROM BALKAN 

FOR SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt Resolution No. 0318-38 to accept the donation of $1,000.00 from the Town of Balkan for the Chisholm Summer Recreation Program. 

Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 0318-39 ADVERTISING FOR & 
APPOINTING SUMMER RECREATION AIDES
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt Resolution No. 0318-39 to advertise for and appoint up to ten (10) Summer Recreation Aides at a rate not to exceed $9.65 per hour conditional on successful background checks and drug screenings. These positions are non-supervisory and non-exempt from the F.L.S.A. 29 U.S.C. Also work shall not exceed 60 work shifts in accordance with this resolution and City Policies.

Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried
CHARTER COMMISSION/UPDATE
Moved by Councilor Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to reconvene the Charter Commission and to put it on the ballot for the next election. Councilor Scaia and Councilor Varda amended the motion to re-appoint the Charter Commission members at the next council meeting.
Roll call vote was taken.
Voting Aye: Council Members Halverson, Scaia, Varda & Mayor Rahja

Voting No:   Council Members Campbell and Mikkola-Rahja

Motion Carried
RESOLUTION NO. 0318-36 ADVERTISING FOR & APPOINTING CASUAL 
SEASONAL LABORERS FOR THE STREET, PARK, SEWER & CEMETERY DEPARTMENTS

Moved by Councilor Scaia and supported by Councilor Campbell to adopt Resolution No. 0318-36 to advertise for and appoint up to fifteen (15) Casual Seasonal Laborers for the street, park, sewer & cemetery departments at a rate not to exceed $10.00 per hour conditional on successful background checks and drug screenings, for a period of time effective on or after May 1, 2018 and may continue through September, 2018 in accordance with this resolution and City Policies. These positions are non-supervisory and non-exempt from the F.L.S.A. 29 U.S.C. Also these positions are under the P.E.L.R.A. Law and do not include benefits. All work shall not exceed 60 work shifts in accordance with this resolution and City Policies.

Councilors Scaia and Campbell amended and supported the motion to change from up to fifteen (15) to up to seventeen (17) Casual Seasonal Laborers.

Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried 
GAMBLING APPLICATION FOR CENTRAL MESABI MEDICAL FOUNDATION RAFFLE
Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Halverson to approve the gambling application for the Central Mesabi Medical Foundation raffle to be held at Valentini’s on April 13, 2018.

Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried
SCHEDULE SPECIAL MEETING FOR REVIEW OF 

CITY CLERK-TREASURER/ADMINISTRATOR JENNIFER A. STERBENZ
Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to schedule a working session for Tuesday, March 20, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall for the six (6) month review of City Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator Jennifer A. Sterbenz. Councilors Campbell and Mikkola-Rahja amended their motion and support to schedule a special meeting instead of a working session on Tuesday, March 20, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall for the six (6) month review of City Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator Jennifer A. Sterbenz.

Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried
RESOLUTION NO. 0318-40 REMOVE TODD A. SCAIA

ADD MAYOR RAHJA TO 457 DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN
Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Halverson to adopt Resolution No. 0318-40 to remove former Mayor Todd A. Scaia from the 457 Deferred Compensation Plan and to add Mayor Mary Jo Rahja.
Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried

RESOLUTION NO. 0318-41 SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH PROCLAMATION
Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt Resolution No. 0318-41 to proclaim the month of April 2018 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried
CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING – MARCH 14, 2018
(CONTINUED)
CHISHOLM FOOD SHELF SPONSORSHIP REQUEST
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Halverson to donate $1,000.00 to the Chisholm Food Shelf. Per City Attorney Bryan Lindsay this donation is permitted as it is a special statutory exception to the general rule for donations (municipalities and government entities can provide public funds to public entities that provide food to the needy).

Voting Aye: Council Members Campbell, Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Varda & Mayor Rahja

Abstained:  Council Member Scaia




Motion Carried
QUOTES FOR FLAGS
Moved by Councilor Scaia and supported by Councilor Campbell to accept the quote from Bark Design for the purchase of flags for the amount of $5,365.23.
Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried
RESOLUTION NO. 0318-42 ACCEPT DEPUTY CLERK SUSAN SCHWEISS’S RESIGNATION 
Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt Resolution No. 0318-42 to accept Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Susan Schweiss’s resignation effective March 16, 2018.
Voting Aye: Council Members Campbell, Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Varda & Mayor Rahja

Voting No:   Council Member Scaia




Motion Carried

DEPUTY CLERK POSITION
Moved by Councilor Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to use the same procedures used for hiring the Administrator (sealed envelopes will be addressed to the Administrator). She will open the envelopes and compile a list of the applicants and their contact information to schedule interviews which will be conducted on April 9, 2018 starting at 3:30 p.m. The current job description dated June 2014 will be used. The schedule is as follows: Post internally for the Deputy Clerk-Treasurer position from March 15, 2018 until March 21, 2018 for MN Association of Professional Employees (MAPE) members. Post externally for the public from March 21, 2018 until close of business (4:00 p.m.) on April 3, 2018. The Personnel Committee will meet on April 5, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. to choose three (3) applicants. The Personnel Committee will bring their recommendation to the council for the appointment of the Deputy Clerk-Treasurer on April 11, 2018.   

Councilor Scaia amended his motion and Councilor Varda supported the amended motion to have it close on April 5th and to change the date the interviews will be conducted from April 9, 2018 to Tuesday, April 10, 2018. 

A recommendation was made to contact Susan Schweiss to see if she would be available to work a few Saturdays with the Administrator & Administrative Assistant or to contact an outside vendor to provide bookkeeping & accounting services if Susan declines. Roll call vote was taken.
Voting Aye: Council Members Varda, & Scaia

Voting No:   Council Members Campbell, Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, & Mayor Rahja 

Motion Failed

Moved by Councilor Halverson and supported by Councilor Campbell to follow the schedule recommended above by Councilor Scaia and to change the date the Personnel Committee will bring their recommended selection to the council from the first council meeting on April 11, 2018 to the second council meeting on April 25, 2018. Roll call vote was taken.  

Voting Aye: Council Members Campbell, Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, & Mayor Rahja

Voting No:   Council Members Varda, & Scaia



Motion Carried
ADJOURN MEETING

Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adjourn the Regular Council meeting at 6:39 p.m.

Voting Aye: All







Motion Carried 








Mary Jo Rahja, Mayor 

Attest:

Jennifer A. Sterbenz, City Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator

