
CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING– MAY 28, 2025 

  

Mayor Adam Lantz called the Regular Meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Present: Councilors April Fountain, Jed Holewa, Travis Vake, Jim Varda, Marty Halverson, and 

Mayor Adam Lantz 

Absent: None   

 

Also Present: Clerk-Treasurer Devin Ceglar, Ambulance Director Tiffany Larson, Police Chief 

James Vukad, Consultant Engineer Jim Johnson, Public Works Supervisor Larry Folstad, 

Attorney Bryan Lindsay, Confidential Administrative Assistant Susan Trunk, and Mesabi 

Community TV. 

 

ADOPT THE AGENDA 

 

Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Holewa to adopt the agenda with the 

removal of F4 “Field of Screens at Firehall”, and with the change of; Clerk-Treasurer Ceglar will 

take Administrator Skraba’s agenda items.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Vern Manner spoke to the City Council about the Chisholm Sportsman’s Club ATV Ride 

scheduled for August 16, 2025. They are requesting temporary closure of streets from 8:00 am to 

12:00 pm and a police escort for the group as they leave city limits. They will return to Chisholm 

around 5:00 pm where they will have a raffle (open to the public) at Jim’s Sports Club.  

 

REPORTS 

 

Councilor Holewa reported that he attended the latest PUC meeting and RAMS meeting.  

Councilor Fountain did not have a report.  

Councilor Vake reported that next week at Jim’s, June 4th at 6:00 pm is Bluestreak Bingo, the 

final one for the school year. Softball is the beneficiary for this one.    

Councilor Varda reported that the Museum of Mining is 50% to target membership and have new 

hand rails installed by stairs.  

Councilor Halverson reported he attended the Redhead Committee meeting and met last week 

with Fineline and Larry at Redhead.  

Mayor Lantz did not have a report.    

Ambulance Director Larson did not have a report.  

Interim Fire Chief Jason Worlie was absent.  

Police Chief Vukad did not have a report.  

Building Official Galli was absent.   

City Consultant Engineer Johnson introduced Matt, Project Manager from TNT Construction who 

gave an update on the 5th Street South Project. They finished everything on the punch list today, 

they are hoping to hook up temporary water for the new project, then start putting pipe in on 

Monday. They also filled some holes and cleaned up the street and pulled the signs. Consultant 

Engineer commented that he had received an email from a resident that some driveway work 

needed to be done off the alley. The resident said that the crew came out and did a great job. 

Councilor Holewa asked about a sidewalk on 4th Street and 2nd Avenue SW where the gas 

company must have done a line this past winter that was now black top. He wanted to know if the 

it would be replaced with concrete. Consultant Engineer Johnson will look into it.  

Public Works Supervisor Folstad reported that it is very busy and that the splash pad will be open 

tomorrow. The new canopy sponsored by Kiwanis and the Chamber through purse bingo is up. 

The rest of the seasonal laborers’ start next Monday and they will have a patching crew, brushing 

crew, and yard restoration crew for all the sewer and water digs over the last few months. It takes 

two to keep up with all the city grass cutting and everything will get its first cut before the 

weekend. MnDOT is in town with equipment. They will be putting in the 1 ½ inch overlay from 

City Hall to the round-a-bout. There is a lot of planning that goes into it and you can expect a 

much better ride. The fairgrounds and Redhead 16-unit camping that is a collaboration with the 

County Fair Board and the City is open and ready for business and sold out this coming weekend.  

Library Supervisor Christenson was absent. 

Attorney Bryan Lindsay did not have a report.   

Clerk-Treasurer Ceglar did not have a report.        

Administrator Skraba was absent.     

 

 

 



CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING– MAY 28, 2025 

 

APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Moved by Councilor Halverson and supported by Councilor Varda to Approve the Consent 

Agenda including the List of Bills, Communications, Meeting Minutes from the May 14, 2025 

Regular Meeting, payroll, and overtime.        

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 0525-46 AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO 

MAKE APPLICATION TO LAKE COUNTRY POWER GRANT PROGRAM  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Moved by Councilor Fountain and supported by Councilor Varda to adopt Resolution Number 

0525-46 Authorizing the City Administrator to Make Application to Lake Country Power Grant 

Program in the amount of $22,831.35 for a new LUCAS Device for Chisholm Ambulance. 

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

 

 RESOLUTION NUMBER 0525-47 AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO 

MAKE APPLICATION TO THE GARY SINISE GRANT PROGRAM  

 

Moved by Councilor Holewa and supported by Councilor Halverson to adopt Resolution Number 

0525-47 Authorizing the City Administrator to Make Application to the Gary Sinise Grant 

Program in the amount of $77,919.53 for a new power load system and power load cot for 

Chisholm Ambulance.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

  

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES COOPERATIVE FIRE 

PROTECTION AGREEMENT  

 

Moved by Councilor Vake and supported by Councilor Varda to approve the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement with the City of 

Chisholm.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

  

CHISHOLM SPORTS CLUB ATV REQUEST FOR RIDE EVENT AND  

CITY-WIDE FESTIVAL 

 

Moved by Councilor Fountain and supported by Councilor Halverson to approve the Chisholm 

Sports Club ATV Request for Ride Event and City-Wide Festival on August 16, 2025. 

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

 

PAY APPLICATION NUMBER TWO FOR THE TOMASSONI MEMORIAL ARCH 

 

Moved by Councilor Vake and supported by Councilor Holewa to approve Pay Application 

Number Two for the Tomassoni Memorial Arch in the amount of $121,855.07. 

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 0525-48 AWARD CONTRACT FOR 2025 STREET 

RECONDITIONING PROJECT 

 

Moved by Councilor Vake and supported by Councilor Holewa to adopt Resolution Number 

0525-48 Award Contract for 2025 Street Reconditioning Project to KGM Contractors, Inc. of 

Angora, Minnesota for the Base Bid plus Alternates #1 & #2 in the total amount of $199,906.50. 

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

 

 

 

 



CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING– MAY 28, 2025 

 

ST LOUIS COUNTY FIRE CONTRACT FOR UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIP 59-21 

 

Moved by Councilor Fountain and supported by Councilor Varda to approve a 7% increase to the 

St. Louis County Fire Protection Agreement to $20,935.00 for Unorganized Township 59-21 in 

2026.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 0525-49 AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF LAND 

 

Moved by Councilor Vake and supported by Councilor Varda to adopt Resolution Number 0525-

49 Authorizing the Purchase of Land, Parcel Code 020-0010-09840 in the amount of $6,200.00.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

 

AMENDMENT TO INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR ERICK CARLSON MAINTENANCE 

AGREEMENT 

 

Moved by Councilor Halverson and supported by Councilor Vake to approve the Amendment to 

Independent Contractor Erik Carlson Maintenance Agreement.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

 

REVISED CHANGE ORDER FROM AMERICAN RAMP COMPANY 

 

Moved by Councilor Halverson and supported by Councilor Holewa to approve the revised 

Change Order from American Ramp Company to include the design amount of $9,000.00. 

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

 

SPONSOR REQUEST FOR THE ARROWHEAD TRANSIT ROADEO  

 

Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Holewa to approve the Sponsor Request 

for the Arrowhead Transit Roadeo in the amount of $250.00 to be paid from the gambling funds.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: Councilors Fountain and Vake 

Absent: None                                                                                                           Motion Carried      

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

Councilor Holewa asked if there was an update on the film company renting the lower level of 

City Hall. Clerk-Treasurer Ceglar said he had spoke with them today and they are going to start 

shooting a film June through July. They have not been paying rent, they have covered some of the 

gas bill, and have made requests to rent the firehall. Clerk-Treasurer said he will know more in 

the near future. Mayor Lantz suggested adding a working session in August to discuss it. 

Councilor Vake would like to include Redhead joint agreement in that working session.  

 

 

ADJOURN REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  

 

Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Halverson to adjourned the regular meeting at 6:16 

pm. 

Voting Aye: Councilors Holewa, Fountain, Vake, Varda, Halverson, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: None                                                                                                            Motion Carried      

 

         Attest:    

                                                

/s/ Adam Lantz, Mayor                                         /s/ Stephanie Skraba, Administrator 

            

   


