CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL

PUBLIC ASSESSMENT HEARING

NOVEMBER 13, 2019

5:00 P.M.

13TH STREET / 5TH AVENUE NW

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor John Champa called the Public Assessment Hearing to order at 5:00 pm in the City Hall Council Chambers to hear comments and concerns on the proposed assessments for the infrastructure improvements to the 13th Street / 5th Avenue NW Area.

ROLL CALL

Present:   Councilor Campbell, Lantz, Fountain, and Mayor Champa
Absent:    Councilor Vake and Councilor Varda
Also Present: City Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator Bill Manney, Consultant City Engineer Jim Johnson, Building Official Mandy Galli, Public Works Supervisor Larry Folstad, Public Utilities Clerk Denise Kealy and Administrative Assistant Gornick
PUBLIC ASSESSMENT HEARING

Jim Johnson, Consultant City Engineer gave a presentation of the 13th Street area infrastructure and improvements project. He discussed the current assessment policy and how the assessments are calculated.
The residents in attendance were provided examples of payments with 3% interest per year.

A letter was mailed to each resident that will be assessed for the infrastructure improvements in the 13th Street / 5th Avenue NW Area to notify them of the amount that they will be assessed. The PUC Clerk mailed the letters and has a list of the residents and their addresses on file here at City Hall.

The following citizens signed the Public Attendance Record and expressed their concerns to the City Council: Brenda Gams, Jim McKean, Gordy Salminen, Pat Salminen, and George (Butch) Kuzma.
Mayor Champa invited each resident to come up to the podium to discuss their concerns with the Council members.
· Gordy Salminen asked where the 3% interest rate comes from. Mayor Champa and Jim Johnson explained it is part of the assessment policy and that the rate has been 3% since 2008. Mr. Salminen has an issue with St. Louis County regarding his house which is located on his neighbor’s (Cole Nelson’s) property. He is working with an attorney and City Attorney Bryan Lindsay to get this resolved. Mr. Salminen has not talked to Mr. Nelson about this. The measurements were wrong and a mistake was made on the original survey when Mr. Salminen’s father owned the property. He had a survey done this summer by JPJ Engineering. They found three stakes on the property. He said Mr. Nelson has an odd shaped lot. Mr. Johnson explained, the City can modify the assessment role if the survey results come back and the County corrects the mistake. 100 feet of property that Mr. Salminen’s father bought in 1971 needs to be fixed with the County. He would like restitution of $1,300.00 for the cost that he paid to JPJ Engineering for the survey.

· Jim McKean feels 12th Street ends and is terminated at his residence. He asked why isn’t 220 feet to the west (past Uncini’s) assessed? He questioned why 6th Avenue goes by his driveway but doesn’t come through. He has been in Chisholm for 35 years. He does not understand the measurements on 6th Avenue. There is no platted right of way past his driveway. Mayor Champa said this will be discussed further at the Council meeting tonight.  
· Brenda Gams questioned how the assessment benefits her. Her assessment is over $11,000.00. She pointed out that Mr. Art Maturi’s lot in Lakeview is similar to her property and he was assessed much less than she is being assessed. Jim Johnson explained how the comparable sales in the City justifies the assessment. Ms. Gams said that former Mayor Todd Scaia mentioned to her the City is not applying the Assessment Policy correctly. On July 8, 2019, she emailed the City to exercise her right to appeal the amount she is being assessed. She said Mr. Johnson did not get back to her when she 
CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL

PUBLIC ASSESSMENT HEARING

NOVEMBER 13, 2019

5:00 P.M.

                                                      (Continued)

inquired about Mr. Maturi’s property and the amount that he was assessed. Mr. Johnson apologized and will review Mr. Maturi’s assessment. She said she did not receive her letter from the City in the mail. PUC Clerk, Denise Kealy provided her with a copy of the letter. She said the City offered additional sewer hookups and an additional driveway for her property. She and her husband chose not to get these services and declined the offer. She has a copy of the City’s assessment policy. She asked if her house was appraised before the project? She questioned where the 3% interest rate came from. Mr. Johnson explained the rate is in the Resolution that will go before the Council tonight. The Council has the ability to change the rate and term of the assessment. She asked why she is being assessed by the long side of her property and not the short side. 
· George (Butch) Kuzma questioned why he was being assessed. He also commented that the driveway at the Zerebko resident is chipped and that it wasn’t chipped before the project. He wanted to know why other residents ½ block away from him were not being assessed. Jim Johnson explained they were not included in the assessment role when the Public Hearing took place. State statute does not allow assessments if residents were not notified. Those residents will be assessed when their streets are improved. Mr. Kuzma also questioned why the Udovich barn was not included in the area of benefit for the project. Mr. Johnson explained, that in his opinion, the barn was not included in the area of benefit for the project. That barn lies north of the platted east-west alley within the Carlin Gardens plat, approximately 125’ north of 13th Street NW, which was determined to be the northerly boundary of the area of benefit in this section of the project.
Consultant City Engineer Jim Johnson explained the letter that was mailed to them, explained the ability for them to appeal an assessment. The appeal needs to be made tonight and a formal appeal needs to be filed with the District Court within a 30-day period from tonight.
This concludes Consultant City Engineer Jim Johnsons remarks. 

ADJOURN PUBLIC ASSESSMENT HEARING

There being no further comments, a motion was made by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Fountain to adjourn the Public Assessment Hearing at 5:51 pm.

Voting Aye: All






Motion Carried








John A. Champa,
Mayor

Attest:

William Manney, 
City Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator
