
            

CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL  

REGULAR MEETING – SEPTEMBER 11, 2024 

 

Mayor Adam Lantz called the Regular Meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Present: Council Members Marty Halverson, Cheyenne Mikkola-Rahja, Jed Holewa, and Mayor 

Adam Lantz.   

Absent: Councilors April Fountain and Travis Vake 

Also Present: Administrator Stephanie Skraba, Police Captain James Vukad, Consultant Engineer 

Jim Johnson, Public Works Supervisor Larry Folstad, Library Supervisor Katie Christenson, 

Attorney Bryan Lindsay (arrived during closed session), Confidential Administrative Assistant 

Susan Trunk, Dona Rahkola with Mesabi Community TV, Jeff Sterle from Sterle & Co, and 

Darlene Salo for public participation.  

 

ADOPT THE AGENDA 

 

Moved by Councilor Holewa and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt the agenda 

with additions: 1) Resolution Number 0924-74 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of a 

$190,451 General Obligation Revenue Note, Series 202.4B and Providing for its Payment. 2) 

Resolution Number 0924-75 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Sale of a $774,101 General 

Obligation Revenue Note, Series 202.4A and Providing for its Payment. Changes: Remove F11, 

Contract with BARR Engineering for Bidding Assistance, Design, and Project Oversight. 

Remove F12, Contract with BARR Engineering for Redhead Expansion IRRR Connectivity 

Grant.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried      

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

A moment of silence was taken in remembrance of 9/11, in respect of those who were lost.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Darlene Salo discussed with the council her concerns about the picnic tables and canopies across 

the street from her residence.   

 

REPORTS 

 

Councilor Halverson did not have a report.  

Councilor Mikkola-Rahja did not have a report.   

Councilor Fountain was absent.  

Councilor Holewa reported that he attended the Special Council meeting, CHAA Annual Joint 

meeting, the PUC Committee, and as Special Sanitary Sewer District meeting.  

Councilor Vake was absent.   

Mayor Lantz did not have a report.   

Ambulance Director was absent.   

Fire Chief Masucci was absent. 

Police Chief Manner was absent.  

City Consultant Engineer Johnson reported that there is not a firm date for the mill and overlay 

projects. They had indicated it was going to be either right before or right after Labor Day. 

Engineer Johnson is keeping in touch with them. Things are progressing very well with 5th Street 

South project. There is a lot of concrete work going in for sidewalks, curb, and gutter.   

City Building Official Galli was absent.  

Public Works Supervisor Folstad reported that they are switching seasons, are a little 

shorthanded, some work is delayed a little bit, including trees. There is still a couple of seasonal 

staff that can do some of the one-off projects that need to be done. They took flags off main street 

today and removed the bubblers from the lakes. The splash pad is still on, they are doing some 

work down there but the contractor is able to keep his area safe and blocked off. The splash pad 

will be open for a few more days as the weather holds. They will be done patching this week or 

next and then move on to salt/sand for the winter stock.  

Parks/Trails/Recreation Director Maruska was absent.  

Library Supervisor Christenson reported that the Call to Artist for the new community mural has 

been finalized and is open for submissions. There is a portion of the call out that includes a 

concept discovery meeting which is scheduled for Tuesday, October 29th at 5:00 at the library. At 

the meeting, artist will get to see the space, talk to community members, and gain deeper insight 

of the community vision for the mural. It is essentially a pre-bid meeting. Feedback that the 

library has received will be shared from the community surveys, and provide an opportunity for 

the artist to ask questions that they have for the final submission. 
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Submissions are due Monday, December 2nd. Anyone in the audience or at home knows of any 

artist that would be interested, please have them visit the City of Chisholm web site or reach out 

to Supervisor Christenson at the library. Supervisor Christenson would like to publicly thank 

Andy Enrico. During Hosta planting day last May, they were able to sand down two picknick 

benches and a table that was in pretty rough shape located between city hall and the library. This 

weekend, Andy volunteered his time and supplies to repaint everything in that space and it really 

looks amazing. His actions speak long towards what can be accomplished at a grass roots level 

and the difference passionate people make. Thank you, Andy! 

Clerk-Treasurer Ceglar introduced himself. He has 13 years of experience in public accounting 

and he is looking forward to utilizing his skills and knowledge to help the council and citizens of 

Chisholm. He has no report but will be providing them in the future.   

Administrator Skraba reported that Clerk-Treasurer Ceglar and staff have been getting the budget 

ready to present to council coming up the first week in October. She updated the council on the 

request by Nick from 30 West that was brought to the last council meeting. The public works 

team was able to go over and video 30 West’s sanitary line. Administrator Skraba, Building 

Official Galli, and Engineer Johnson met with Nick and he will be discussion the results with his 

business partners. Once they decide what to do, they will come back to council.  

 

APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Holewa to Approve the Consent 

Agenda including the List of Bills, Communications, Meeting Minutes from the August 14, 2024 

Regular Meeting, August 15, 2024 Special Meeting to Canvas Votes, August 19, 2024 Annual 

Joint Meeting with CHAA, and August 27, 2024 Working Session, payroll, and overtime.        

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried      

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 0924-68 PERA POLICE OFFICER DECLARATION AARON 

NELSON  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Halverson to adopt Resolution 

Number 0924-68 PERA Police Officer Declaration for Aaron Nelson        

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried      

 

ARMER BDA PORTABLE RADIO CONNECTIVITY AT THE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Halverson to approve the 

ARMER BDA Portable Radio installation and equipment quote for boosting the portable radio 

connectivity within the confines of the new Public Safety Building.          

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried      

 

PAY APPLICATION NUMBER 18 FOR THE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING  

 

Moved by Councilor Holewa and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to approve Pay 

Application Number 18, in the amount of $383,788.08 to Adolfson and Peterson Construction for 

the Public Safety Building.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried      

 

PAY APPLICATION NUMBER 6 FOR THE 5TH STREET SOUTH IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT 

 

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Halverson to approve Pay 

Application Number 6, in the amount of $246,355.63 to TNT Construction Group, LLC., of 

Grand Rapids, Minnesota.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     
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PROPOSAL FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES FOR TOMASSONI MEMORIAL ARCH 

PROJECT  

 

Moved by Councilor Holewa and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to accept the Widseth, 

Smith, Nolting proposal for professional engineering construction services (administrative, 

staking, and observation) for the Tomassoni Memorial Arch project.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

HR GREEN MASTER SERVICE AGREEMENT  

 

Moved by Councilor Holewa and supported by Councilor Halverson to approve the HR Green 

Master Service Agreement.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 0924-69 DECLARING SURPLUS EQUIPMENT  

 

Moved by Councilor Halverson and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt Resolution 

Number 0924-69 Declaring Surplus Equipment.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 0924-70 ACCEPTING DONATIONS TO THE CITY OF 

CHISHOLM  

 

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Halverson to adopt Resolution 

Number 0924-70 Accepting Donations to the City of Chisholm. The donation in the amount of 

$688.02 is from the Friend of the Chisholm Public Library.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

2023 AUDIT REPORT  

 

Jeff Sterle from Sterle & Company LTD. Provided an overview of the 2023 audit of the financial 

statements of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, each major fund, the 

aggregate remaining funds, component unit, and the budgetary comparison information of the 

City of Chisholm. This was informational only.  

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 0924-71 AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO 

MAKE APPLICATION TO AND ACCEPT FUNDS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF IRON 

RANGE RESOURCES AND REHABILITATION 

 

Moved by Councilor Holewa and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt Resolution 

Number 0924-71 Authorizing the City Administrator to Make Application to and Accept Funds 

from the Department of Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

 RESOLUTION NUMBER 0924-72 APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEES  

 

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Halverson to adopt Resolution 

Number 0924-72 Appointment of Trustees.   

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 0924-73 APPOINTMENT OF AUTHORIZED SIGNERS   

 

Moved by Councilor Holewa and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt Resolution 

Number 0924-73 Appointment of Authorized Signers.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     
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PURCHASE OF LOTS BY DILLON SAMSA CONSTRUCTION & TREE SERVICE 

 

No Action was taken.  

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 0924-74 AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF A 

$190,451.00 GENERAL OBLIGATION REVENUE NOTE, SERIES 202.4B, AND 

PROVIDING FOR ITS PAYMENT  

 

Moved by Councilor Halverson and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt Resolution 

number 0924-74 Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of a $190,451.00 General Obligation Revenue 

Note, Series 202.4B, and Providing for its Payment.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 0924-75 AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF A 

$774,101.00 GENERAL OBLIGATION REVENUE NOTE, SERIES 202.4A, AND 

PROVIDING FOR ITS PAYMENT  

 

Moved by Councilor Holewa and supported by Councilor Halverson to adopt Resolution number 

0924-75 Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of a $774,101.00 General Obligation Revenue Note, 

Series 202.4A, and Providing for its Payment.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

 RESOLUTION NUMBER 0924-76 AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO 

ACCEPT CDBG FUNDS   

 

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Holewa to adopt Resolution 

number 0924-76 Authorizing the City Administrator to Accept CDBG Funds. 

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

APPROVE UPDATED SKATING RINK ATTENDANT JOB DESCRIPTION  

 

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Halverson to approve the 

updated Skating Rink Attendant Job description.   

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

APPROVE SKATING RINK JOB ATTENDANT JOB POSTING  

 

Moved by Councilor Holewa and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to approve the Skating 

Rink Attendant Job Posting.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

HIRE UP TO 5 QUALIFIED CANDIDATES  

 

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Holewa to hire up to 5 qualified 

candidates for the skating rink attendant position.  
Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

SCHEDULE A BUDGET WORKING SESSION  

 

Moved by Councilor Holewa and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to schedule a Budget 

Working Session on Wednesday, October 2, 2024 at 5:30pm.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     
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SCHEDULE A WORKING SESSION FOR REDHEAD MOUNTAIN BIKE PARK 

 

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Holewa to schedule a Working 

Session on Tuesday, September 17th, 2024 at 4:00 pm for Redhead Mountain Bike Park.  

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

RECESS TO A CLOSED SESSION  

 

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Holewa to recess to a closed 

session in compliance with statute 13D.03 Labor Agreement at 6:26 pm. 

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried    

 

Mayor Lantz called the closed session to order at 6:31 pm.  

  

ADJOURN CLOSED SESSION   

 

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Holewa to adjourn the closed 

session at 6:53 pm. 

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

Mayor Lantz called the regular meeting back to order at 6:53 pm 

 

DIRECT STAFF TO PREPARE A DOCUMENT IN ACCORDANCE TO THE TERMS 

 

Moved by Councilor Holewa and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to direct staff to prepare 

a final contract based on the terms provided to bring back to council.    

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

ADJOURN REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  

 

Moved by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja and supported by Councilor Halverson to adjourn the regular 

meeting at 6:55 pm. 

Voting Aye: Councilors Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Holewa, and Mayor Lantz 

Voting Nay: None  

Absent: Councilors Fountain and Vake                                                                 Motion Carried     

 

 

         Attest:    

     

/s/ Adam Lantz, Mayor                                    /s/ Stephanie Skraba, Administrator  

             

 

 

 

 

 


