
                          
CHISHOLM CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING – SEPTEMBER 26, 2018 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Mary Jo Rahja called the City Council Meeting to order in the City Hall Council Chambers at 5:30 
p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present:  Council Members Campbell, Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Scaia, Varda and Mayor Rahja  
Absent:   None 
Also Present: Interim Administrator David Carlstrom, City Attorney Bryan Lindsay, Consultant Engineer Jim 
Johnson, Trevor Thompson, SEH; Police Captain Dan Hager, and Administrative Assistant Gornick 
 

ADOPT THE AGENDA 
 

Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt the Agenda with one 
addition: 7C5) State of MN Department of Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation (DIRRR) Redhead 
Mountain Bike Trail Agreement. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

None 
 

REPORTS 
 
Councilor Campbell attended the “Ironbound Studios & City of Chisholm Open House” on September 18th 
and the Budget meeting on September 19th. 
Councilor Halverson attended the Budget meeting last week and met with Lakeview resident Robert Nash, 
regarding his water drainage issues with the Lakeview project. 
Councilor Mikkola Rahja attended the Budget meeting and the Broadband meeting. 
Councilor Varda attended the St. Louis County Fire Chief's Association meeting with Fire Captain Temple. 
Consultant Engineer Jim Johnson gave a status update on the 8th St NW project and the Lakeview project. 
He met with Lakeview resident Mr. Nash along with Trevor Thompson of SEH and gave an update on the 
process that will be taken to resolve the drainage issues to Mr. Nash’s property. He will contact Mike Hille 
with Kraus-Anderson to schedule a meeting on Wednesday, October 10, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. for the Public 
Safety Facility Building Committee. He will have status updates at the next council meeting on the requested 
street lights from MP& L & Steve Cook's sanitary sewer lateral hook-up. He met with Nathan Thompson of 
Habitat for Humanity in regards to finding tax forfeited property in Chisholm for their next build.  
Fire Chief Bob Brown thanked Firefighter Jim Varda and Fire Captain Temple for attending the St. Louis 
County Fire Chief's Association meeting. The Fire Department participated in a disaster drill at the Range 
Regional Airport along with local law enforcement. The department has been busy with calls, they had 19 
calls in August & 11 calls so far in September with some of them being arson fires for a total of 107 calls 
year to date. Fire Prevention Week is the week of October 7th. He thanked Firefighter Justin Olson for his 
work in obtaining a donation from AMVETS Post 12. The department has received grants for training & 
equipment. A training burn will be conducted at 12th St NW. Both the fire department and ambulance 
service are in need of personnel. He reminded the public to make sure they have working smoke & carbon 
monoxide detectors in their residences. 
City Attorney Bryan Lindsay met with the Director of the MN Discovery Center and is working on a draft 
agreement for the use of bathroom & shower facilities at the MN Discovery Center by people using the 
Redhead Mountain Bike Trail. 
Interim Administrator David Carlstrom attended the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program 
meeting along with Deputy Clerk Bill Manney and reported the grant applications are due by October 
15th.The City is in the process of changing from Compudyne to CW Computer Systems for our information 
technology needs. He will contact Architectural Resources, Inc.to repair the Library steps (due to an 
engineering mistake) and is working with Architect Roger Saccoman for an analysis of the Library. 
Mayor Rahja attended the Ironbound Open House & wished them well; the Chisholm Beautification 
Association meeting (they are planning a ground breaking ceremony); the Habitat for Humanity ground 
breaking ceremony and the Broadband meeting last night. 
 

ACCEPT THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Moved by Councilor Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to accept the Consent Agenda (with changes), 
including the List of Bills, Minutes of the previous September 12, 2018 Regular Meeting, September 19, 
2018 Budget Working Session, Payroll and Overtime.  
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 0918-92 ACCEPT TRAINING & EDUCATION GRANT FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Scaia to adopt Resolution No. 0918-92 to accept 
grant funds in the amount of $4,100.00 and to enter into agreement with the MN Board of Firefighter 
Training and Education.  
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 0918-93 ACCEPT DONATION - AMVETS POST 12  
 
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Campbell to adopt Resolution No. 0918-93 to accept 
the donation of $1,000.00 from the AMVETS Post 12 of Keewatin for new equipment for the Chisholm 
Volunteer Fire Department.  
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
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APPOINT FIREFIGHTER KATHRYN DEBLACK 

 
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor _______________ to appoint Kathryn Deblack as a 
Chisholm Volunteer Firefighter contingent upon passing the pre-employment physical and any other 
requirements established by this council. Roll call vote was taken. Due to lack of support, this item will be 
placed on the October 10, 2018 agenda under unfinished business. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

APPOINT FIREFIGHTER LLOYD SHOW 
 
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Halverson to appoint Lloyd Show as a Chisholm 
Volunteer Firefighter contingent upon passing the pre-employment physical and any other requirements 
established by this council. Roll call vote was taken. 
Voting Aye: Councilors Campbell, Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Varda & Mayor Rahja  
Voting No: Councilor Scaia       Motion Carried 
 

APPOINT FIREFIGHTER ANDREW VARDA 
 
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Halverson to appoint Andrew Varda as a Chisholm 
Volunteer Firefighter contingent upon passing the pre-employment physical and any other requirements 
established by this council. Roll call vote was taken. 
Voting Aye: Councilors Campbell, Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja, Scaia & Mayor Rahja  
Abstain: Councilor Varda       Motion Carried 
 

POLICE OFFICER KATIE BETTERS – MEDICAL LEAVE OF ABSENCE REQUEST 
 
Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Scaia to grant the medical leave of absence 
request for Police Officer Katie Betters from February 2019 through July 2019. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 0918-94 PROPOSED LEVY FOR 2019 
 
Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Scaia to adopt Resolution No. 0918-94 to set the 
preliminary proposed levy at seven percent (7%) for 2019. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 0918-95 ACCEPT GEORGE (BUTCH) KUZMA'S RESIGNATION 
 
Moved by Councilor Scaia and supported by Councilor Varda to adopt Resolution No. 0918-95 to accept 
Water Lead Pipeman George (Butch) Kuzma's resignation due to retirement, effective September 28, 2018. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING FOR TRUTH IN TAXATION 
 
Moved by Councilor Scaia and supported by Councilor Campbell to schedule the Public Hearing for Truth in 
Taxation on Wednesday, December 12, 2018 at 6:01 p.m. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
  

HIRING POLICY 
 
Moved by Councilor Campbell to adopt the Hiring Policy. Councilor Scaia called the question for discussion. 
Upon Councilor Scaia’s request, Councilor Campbell amended her motion to change the proposed language 
on page 4 of the Hiring Policy under Selection, removing the sentence ““For full-time and part-time positions, 
the department head will normally recommend the top candidate(s) to the City Administrator and City 
Council who has final authority on all internal promotions and hires” and replace it with “For full-time and 
part-time positions, the interview committee will normally recommend the top candidate(s) to the City 
Administrator and City Council who has final authority on all internal promotions and hires. Councilor Scaia 
supported the amended motion.    
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
    

DEPARTMENT OF IRON RANGE RESOURCES & REHABILITATION (DIRRR)  
GROUND LEASE AGREEMENT FOR CITY OF CHISHOLM  

REDHEAD MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL PROJECT 
 

Moved by Councilor Halverson and supported by Councilor Campbell to authorize the City of Chisholm to 
enter into a twenty year (20) ground lease agreement with the DIRRR for the use of state land at the MN 
Discovery Center for the Redhead Bike Trail commencing September 26, 2018 and ending September 26, 
2038 at 12:00 o’clock noon for a fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per year. 
Voting Aye: Councilors Campbell, Halverson, Mikkola-Rahja & Mayor Rahja 
Voting No:  Councilors Scaia & Varda     Motion Carried   
  

RESOLUTION NO. 0918-96 ACCEPT DONATION FOR LIBRARY 
 
Moved by Councilor Varda and supported by Councilor Campbell to adopt Resolution No. 0918-96 to accept 
the monetary donation of $100.00 from Stephen Ritter for the Chisholm Public Library. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 0918-97 AUTHORIZE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO FILE  
GRANT APPLICATION WITH MN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

 
Moved by Councilor Halverson and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to adopt Resolution No. 0918-97 
to authorize the City Administrator to file an application with the MN Department of Education to apply for 
grant funds for the Chisholm Public Library. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
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LEAGUE OF MN CITIES ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
Moved by Councilor Scaia and supported by Councilor Halverson to authorize the payment of $5,313.00 to 
the League of MN Cities for the annual membership dues. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

LEAGUE OF MN CITIES MAYORS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Mikkola-Rahja to authorize the payment of 
$30.00 to the League of MN Cities for the Mayors Association annual membership dues. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

SCHEDULE WORKING SESSION FOR AUDIT REVIEW AND BUDGET 
 
Moved by Councilor Campbell and supported by Councilor Varda to schedule a Working Session on 
Tuesday, October 9, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. for the Audit Review and Budget. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR JOB DESCRIPTION 
 
Moved by Councilor Campbell to approve the job description for the Public Works Director and supported by 
Councilor Scaia for discussion. Discussion took place and the council decided to postpone the approval of 
the job description until a meeting can be scheduled with MN Association of Professional Employees 
(MAPE).Councilors Scaia and Campbell rescinded the motion and support and elected to treat this as an 
informational item at this time. 
 

POST & ADVERTISE FOR PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
 
This was an informational item at this time. 
 

APPOINT HIRING COMMITTEE 
 
This was an informational item at this time. 
 

ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Moved by Councilor Scaia and supported by Councilor Campbell to adjourn the Regular Council meeting at 
6:18 p.m. 
Voting Aye: All        Motion Carried 
 
 
 

                    /s/ Mary Jo Rahja    
                                     Mayor  
Attest: 
 
 /s/ David D. Carlstrom   
    Interim City Clerk-Treasurer/Administrator 


